
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
   

Third Presbyterian Church  
Adult Faith Development  Catalog 

2009-2010  



2 

A Word of Welcome and Invitation  

Welcome to Adult Faith Development at Third Presbyterian Church .   

Third Church participates in the Presbyterian Church (USA) Commitment to Peacemaking. Our 
intention is to pursue avenues of peace and justice for ourselves, our families and communities, for 
all people in the world in which we live. We seek to be agents of reconciliation.  

Third Church has joined with other Presbyt erian congregations in declaring ourselves to be a òMore 
Lightó church. We are committed to the full participation of all persons in our church community 
without regard for sexual orientation, personal background or human condition.  

Third Church, a member of Presbyterians Restoring Creation and NYS Interfaith Power and Light, is a 
congregation that strives to see more clearly the connection between our faith, our daily life, and 
environmental concerns. We endeavor to become informed and thoughtful stewards of Godõs 
creation.  
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You can download more information on Adult Faith Development, including copies of this  catalog, 
from the Third Church Web site:  www.thirdpresbyterian.org/education    
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Adult Faith Development at Third Church  

2010 Class Locations  
Because campaign construction is scheduled to begin in mid -January 2010, Johnston Hall and 
Celebration Center may not be avai lable for classes.  Our February thro ugh June classes will be 
reduced to one track per Sunday, and will be held in an alternative location to be announced well 
before the classes will begin.  

Meeting Your Needs  
Third Churchõs curriculum offers a variety of classes for youth and adults .  Choose a class that is of 
interest to you and join us each week .  You will find many opportunities to meet and enjoy the 
company of others interested in growing and learning together, sharing our questions and doubts, as 
well as our hopes and faith .  Adult Faith Development Sunday classes begin at 9:30 a.m. during the 
program year.   Classes are also offered at other times and days of the week.  

All education and worship spaces are accessible via the elevator located near the building en trance 
to the Arnold Park parking lot .  Greeters are available throughout the facility to answer questions 
and direct you to class locations .  The Churchõs library is your source for audio CD recordings of our 
classes, recommended reading selections, theol ogical works, and select fiction .  Visit before or after 
worship or at any time  during church office hours (8:00 a.m . to 4: 15 p.m.).   

How Courses Are Organized  
Third Church Adult Faith Development classes are offered on an elective basis over five terms w hich 
span the program year.  Some courses span a term of five or six weeks  ð but this does not  require 
attending all sessions in order to participate .  Other courses are shorter, allowing more choice and 
variety in both length and content.  Biblical Studie s consists of a core curriculum that explores every 
book of the Bible in four years, and the cycle may be entered at any time.   

Each year, the Adult Faith Development Committee offers a balance of courses in each of five areas:  

 Biblical Studies - Old and New Testaments and their Interpretation.  

 Christian Foundations - Theology and Church History. 

 Church & Society - Social Issues, Ethics, and Mission. 

 Worship, Music, & Arts - Sacred Works, Arts & Literature, Alternative Forms of Worship.  

 Christian Living - Family Formation, Spiritual Development.  

Each course is listed in one of these five areas , however  many courses cover 
themes that overlap areas.  The course area listings serve as a guide to help 
you plan a meaningful balance of courses over time.  Even if you cannot make 
all the class  sessions for a course, please feel free to attend whenever  you 
can.   Please join us as you are able.  Feel welcome to enter a class late or 
leave early if you need to.   Most classes are recorded and available on audio 
CD from the Third Church office .  This enables you to catch-up on classes you 
werenõt able to join, or  even courses from previous years.   
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How to Use This Catalog  

The Importance of Continuing Faith Development  
There is something here for everyone, and in todayõs world, everyone needs to participate regularly 
in Adult Faith Development  in some way.  This is true in our business and professional lives, and it is 
equally true if we are to nurture and be engaged in a vital, mature, and growing life of faith .  
Without regular exercise our mu scles and minds can atrophy.  Without regular exercise our spirits 
can atrophy.  Continuing Christian education is essential for spiritual health.  

Just as a healthy diet needs to include portions from all the basic food groups, we also need to 
include a balance from all the basic study groups for healthy spiritual nourishment .  A regular and 
balanced diet of continuing Christian  education is essential for every adult who is intent on growing 
in the life of faith .  The Adult Faith Development Committee has d eveloped a calendar of offerings 
that reflects this balance .   

Planning for Your Own Spiritual Growth  
Keep and use this catalog to select and plan a healthy diet that meets your needs .  Feed yourself, 
challenge yourself, and stretch yourself in some way regularly each term .  Select courses that best 
meet your own interests and needs .  But also make it a point to branch out beyond your  own 
favorites to enrich your life with a diversity of choices to ensure healthy and well -rounded spiritual 
nourishment.   

We all lead busy lives in a busy world and our personal schedules  
change often with the circumstances of our lives .  It is precisely  
because we are faced with so many competing demands that it  
becomes imperative for us to set priorities, and make time  
to nurture our spiritual health which alone can sustain us.  
While none of us can participate in every  program offering,  
each of us can find something that meets our personal  
needs and schedules given the choices in this catalog.  

Be as regular and consistent as possible in your participation  
in each course you choose to ensure the best possible learning experience for ever yone involved.  An 
added benefit will be a se nse of community, connectedness and mutual encouragement as you join 
with others in exploring together what it means to live as the people of God today.    
In summary, use this catalog as a tool to help:  

¶ Select courses which match where you are in your own faith journey.  

¶ Find times which best fit your own schedule.  

¶ Identify new areas of study that will stretch and challenge you as well as provide you with a 
varied diet for your personal growth.  

¶ Plan for a òbalanced educational dietó over time. 

¶ Develop a regular and consistent overall plan to help you grow in the life of faith . 

 

 



5 

 2009ð2010 Adult Faith Development Catalog  
 

A New Social Creed For the 21
st
 Century   

Roderic P. Frohman  
Sundays 9:30-10:30 a.m.  
September 20, 27  
Johnston Hall  

In 1908 the Federal Council of Churches, the predecessor organization to the National Council of 
Churches, created the Social Creed of the Churches.  In 2008 the Presbyterian General Assembly, in 
collaboration with The National Council of Churches and United Methodist Church, rewrote this 
historic statement for the 21 st century.  This class will use a professionally produced documentary 
introducing both the 1908 and 2008 Social Creeds and the churchõs prophetic concerns during the  
century in between. The Outreach Committee of Third Presbyterian Church will be using the new 
creed to shape its ministry over the next several years.  

September 20: 1908 Historic Creed - A Challenge to Robber Barons  

September 27: 2008 Social Creed for the 21st  Century ð A Challenge to the Church 

Roderic Frohman , a fourth generation pastor, is Third Churchõs Associate Pastor for 
Church in Society.  A graduate of the University of California at Berkeley with a degree 
in American Intellectual History, Rod holds a master of Divinity  and doctor of Ministry  
degrees from Princeton Theological Seminary.  He previously has served four 
Presbyterian congregations as a pastor/head of staff in Philadelphia, Minneapolis, and 
Gary, Indiana. 

 

How to be Your Own Bible Scholar   
Robert Hann  
Sundays 9:30-10:30 a.m.  
September 2 0, 27 
Celebration Center  

Weõd like to know more about the Bible, but sometimes the task seems daunting. We hear about a 
mysterious source called òQ.ó We read of unnamed òancient authoritiesó that say things differently 
from what our Bibles seem to say. Are these secret codes which only an elite group of scholars can 
hope to understand? This class will unravel some of these and other mysteries about the Bible as we 
discover whatõs going on in contemporary biblical study and how we can use accessible resources for 
studying the Bible for ourselves.  

September 20: òQó and Other Codes: What Biblical Scholars Really Do Want You to Know 

September 27: Unraveling the Mysteries: Becoming Your Own Bible Scholar 

Robert R. Hann  teaches Biblical Greek and related topics at Colgate Rochester Crozer 
Divinity School.   He received a master of Divinity  from Princeton Theological Seminary 
where he and Rod Frohman were classmates, and holds a doctor  of Religion from 
Temple University. Bob has been pastor of several Presbyterian churches. He taught at 
Temple University, LeMoyne College, and Florida International University in Miami.  He 
published The Manuscript History of the Psalms of Solomon , The Bible: An Owner's 
Manual, and a number of articles in the area of first -century Christianity.  
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More Light Special Events   
Paul Capetz  
Sunday October 4, 9:30 -10:30 a.m.  Adult Faith Development in Celebration Center  
Sunday October 18, 7:30 p.m. Forum at Downtown United Presbyterian Church: "Christian Faith 
and the LGBT Experience : The Sources and the Norms"  
Monday October 19 10:00 a.m. Lecture at Colgate Rochester Croz er Divinity School : "The 
Reformation Polemic Against Clerical Celibacy and the Plight of Gay Protestants Today"  
What do Matthew Shepard and Paul Capetz have in common?  What can we learn from the tragic 
death of Matthew Shepard that can help us in our discus sion of being an inclusive and reconciling 
church?  Professor Capetz will be speaking in Rochester on October 18 and 19. In preparation for his 
talks,  the More Light Committee will introduce you to Paul through a speech he delivered in 2002 
entitled The Gospel According to Matthew Shepard:  The Theme of Reconciliation in òThe Confession 
of 1967ó from the Perspective of the Reconciled. 

Paul E. Capetz is Professor of Historical Theology at the United Theological Seminary 
of the Twin Cities. He is a minister in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), and recently 
had his ordination status restored after earlier setting it aside. He received a 
bachelorõs degree from University of California at Los Angeles, a master of Divinity  
degree from Yale Divinity School, and a doctorate from the University of Chicago. His 
teaching and research focus on the historical interpretation of Christianity, 
Reformation, and modern Protestant theology and theological ethics. Among his works 
are God: A Brief History ,  and Binding and Unbinding the Conscience: Lutherõs 
Significance for the Plight of a Gay Protestant .  

SOC 
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Water Availability, Quality ,  and Potability   
Kimie Romeo, Jamie Romeo, and Andrew Sansone  
Sundays 9:30-10:30 a.m.  
October 4, 11, 18  
Johnston Hall  

October 1: Overview. Less than 1% of the Earthõs water is fit to drink.  This 
presentation will provide an overview of water availability, quality , and potability 
from a global and local perspective.  Learn about simple changes that will enable each 
of us to think globally and act locally.  Kimie Romeo  was formerly Environment al 
Educator at the Monroe County Department of Environmental Services.  In that role as 
òRecycling Queen of Monroe County,ó she spoke at an Earth Keepers program at Third 
Presbyterian Church in December 2007.  She left the Department of Environmental 

Services to become Environmental Coordinator at Sunnking, Inc., a recycler of electronics and 
textiles with a focus on sustainability.  

October 11: Studies of Lake Ontarioõs Water Quality. What is the future of Lake 
Ontario?  Local and regional studies shed new light on the quality of a major source of 
Rochesterõs water supply. Jamie Romeo  is Deputy Director for the Minority Office of 
the Monroe County Legislature.  She is responsible for the International Coastal 
Cleanup efforts locally, and has delivered stu dy results at the International Joint 
Commission for the Great Lakes and at the Geological Society of America.  Study co -

author Mark Noll , Ph.D., SUNY Brockport, will assist in the discussion.  

October 18: StormWater Management. What is stormwater pollution  and what are its 
impacts?  Are there local efforts to study and improve water quality?  What do we 
mean by òGreen Infrastructure?ó  This presentation will review simple things we can 
do around our homes to help improve water quality.  Andrew Sansone is Senior 
Industrial Waste Technician at Monroe County Department of Environmental Services.  
He is considered our local expert on stormwater management with a wealth of 
practical as well as local information to share.  

SOC 
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Decently and in Order: A Presbyterian Way to Read the Bible   
Martha Langford  
Sundays 9:30-10:30 a.m.  
October 11 , 18 
Celebration Center  

Some folks believe the literal truth of the Bible, while others believe that the Bible speaks infallibly 
to issues of faith and practice. Most folks distinguish between accuracy and truth when they read its 
pages, but how do we ñ as Presbyterians ñ read this complex and ancient and holy book ? 

Martha Langford  is native Houstonian and a graduate of Austin Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary. Prior to coming to Rochester and Third Pres byterian Church in 
August 2008, she served as a Pastoral Resident at Fourth Presbyterian Church in 
Chicago. This two-year residency is part of the Lilly Endowmentõs Transition into 
Ministry program.  Martha holds a bachelorõs degree in Computer Science from Texas 
A&M University and served five years as a Communications Officer in the United 
States Army. During the six years before ente ring seminary, she served as the 

Director of Communications for the Presbytery of New Covenant in Houston.  

 
 

John Calvin: An Introduction to His Life and Legacy   
John Wilkinson and Dane R. Gordon 
Sundays 9:30-10:30 a.m.  
October 25: Introduction by John Wilkinson  
November 1, 8, 15, 22: DVD classes with Dane Gordon  
Johnston Hall  

More than 30,000 English-speaking congregations around the world trace their lineage through John 
Calvin. He is a figure of remarkable significance in the history of the Reformed tradition. The 500th 
anniversary of Calvinõs birth (July 10, 1509) provides a compelling opportunity to re-examine his life 
and thought.   Using the video John Calvin: His Life and Legacy, this class will combine insightful 
interviews with well -known Calvin scholars with creative and stunning visuals from such historical 
places as Geneva and Paris.  Even if you have never read or understood Calvin, this class will be a 
great introduction.   A three  minute video introduction to the course is available online:  
http://www.pcusa.org/calvinjubilee/dvd.htm  

Dane R. Gordon is a graduate of Trinity College, Cambridge, London University, and 
the University of Rochester, receiving degrees in history, theology, and philosophy.  He 
taught philosophy for over 35 years at the Rochester Institute of Technology and is now 
Professor Emeritus of its College of Liberal Arts.  Among his numerous publications are 
The Old Testament in its Cultural, Historical, and Religious Context; A Feeling 
Intellect and a Thinking Heart; Philosophy and Vision; and, as its editor, Philosophy in 
Post-Communist Europe.   

John Wilkinson  became Third Presbyterian Churchõs Pastor in April 2001.  Previously, 
John served as Executive Associate Pastor at Fourth Presbyterian Church in Chicago.  A 
graduate of the College of Wooster with a Bachelorõs degree in American History, John 
received a master of Divinity  degree from McCormick Seminary and a doctorate  in 
American Religious History from Northwestern University.  His dissertation was on the 
Presbyterian Confession of 1967. 

CF 
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New York Changes t he Rules Governing Powers of Attorney   
George Gray  
Sunday October 18, noon  luncheon  
Celebration Center  

In January, 2009, Governor Patterson signed into law provisions which make dramatic changes to the 
use of Powers of Attorney.   They include publishing an entirely new  Statutory form of Power of 
Attorney for use after September 1, 2009 ,  the effective date of the legislation . While no immediate 

action is necessary, this luncheon seminar will introduce the changes made  by 
the legislation , so that attendees can make informed decision s on whether to prepare 
and sign the new Power of Attorney form.  Lunches will be available for $ 5 per person. 
Please call the church office at 271-6513 to reserve a lunch.   

Third Church member and attorney, George Gray is the author of  Estate Planning and 
Administration: A Simple Guide for New Yorkers ,  in which he covers powers of 
attorney  and other topics of interest  to readers curious about  wills and estate matters.  

Health Care in a Christian Context: Reflections on Developing National Policy   
Vince Tollers and the Third Church  Advocacy Team  
Sunday 9:30 -10:30 a.m.  
November 1  
Celebration Center  

Join the Third Church Advocacy Team for this p resentation and discussion of the 
theological implications of hea lth care in the United States.  

Vince Tollers  recently retired after 32 years as a Professor of English Literature at 
SUNY Brockport,  where he taught the Bible as literature and co -authored two books of 
criticism in this area.  He is a member of Third Presbyterian Church and is the chair of 
the Advocacy Committee.  He is a popular teacher in our adult faith development  
program.  

Trajectories of Faith   
Mounir Nassar  
Sunday 9:30 -10:30 a.m.  
November 29  
Johnston Hall  

How has our faith shaped our lives? How have we been sustained in times of crisis? 
Mounir Nassar, MD, was born in Beirut , Lebanon, and attended medical school there. 
He experienced several harrowing escapes and challenges to emigrate  to America.  
Being a Lebanese doctor in the US has had its challenges, too.  Come and hear 
Mounirõs faith story, ask questions and reflect on your own faith journey.  
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Hunger Programs òShow and Tell ó  
The Hunger Outreach Team  
Sunday 9:30 -10:30 a.m.  
November 29  
Celebration Center  

What is shape and future of Third Church hunger programs?  What specific needs are we addressing 
by our projects?  What have we done over the last ten years?  Join Carol Coons, team leader, and 
other team leaders to learn what Third Church hunger programs are all about and how new 
volunteers are needed.  

Advent 2009  Theme:  Hospitality  

The all -church Advent theme for 2009 will focus on hospitality as a Christian value. Hospitality has 
deep biblical roots going back to the Old Testament which had a very specific ethic of comforting 
the òsojourneró. In the New Testament hospitality is ult imately illustrated at the Lordõs Table.  This 
Advent season all of the programs of Third Church will focus on this crucial Christian practice .   

Special Advent Music:  Antonio Viva ldi's Baroque Masterpiece  Gloria   
Sunday 9:30 -10:30 a.m.  
December 13  
Johnston Hall  

The Chancel Choir, soloists, and orchestra, will present Antonio Vivaldi's baroque  masterpiece Gloria  
in worship on Sunday, December 13, at 10:45 a.m.  A preview of this vibrant and engaging work will 
be presented during the adult faith development  hour that same morning, in Johnston Hall.  

Hospitality as a Christian Value   
Roderic P. Frohman  
Sundays 9:30-10:30 a.m.  
December 13, 20 
Celebration Center  

So, having someone over for dinner is an act of Christian faith?  What about serving a meal in our 
Dining Room Ministry program?  What about having that grumpy brother -in-law over for Christmas 
dinner?   òAll are acts of Christian faith!ó says Rod Frohman, our Associate Pastor for Church in 
Society.  These two classes, based on Rodõs Princeton Seminary Doctor of Ministry  Thesis Pastoral 
Hospitality With Worship Visitors in a Multi -Racial Setting, will examine the biblical and theological 
roots of hospitality, this Adventõs church theme.  
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Interfaith Exchange with Temple Bõrith Kodesh  
Friday, January 29, 5:45 p.m., Seder dinner followed by worship, Temple Bõrith Kodesh 
Sunday, January 31, 9:30 -10:30 a.m., Dialog with Rabbi Kotok , Location To Be Announced  
Sunday, January 31, 10:45 a.m. Worship dialog with Rabbi Kotok  and John Wilkinson  

Rabbi Laurence A. Kotok , D.D., serves as the Senior Rabbi at Temple Bõrith Kodesh.  
Prior to arriving in Rochester in 1996, Rabbi Kotok served the North Country Reform 
Temple Ner Tamid of Glen Cove for 22 years.  He is currently National Chair of the 
ARZA Rabbinic Cabinet, serves on the Board of the Jewish Child Care Association, and 
has been active in both the New York and National UJA/Federation.  

The Gospel of Luke ð Drilling Down Deeply   
Charles Stratton  
Sundays 9:30 -10:30 a.m.  
January 3,  10,  17, 24 
Location To Be Announced  

January 3: The Beginning: The God who comes to earth and lives our life.  
January 10: The Lost and the Found: The God who searches out people and wants a relationship.   
January 17: The Disturbing Parables: The God who turns our values upside-down and shocks us.    

January 24: The Resurrection:  The God who comes again and again and 
promises/offers new life.   

Charles Stratton  received a bachelorõs degree from Trinity College in Hartford, CT; 
studied aerospace engineering at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in Troy, NY; and 
received both a master of Divinity and a doctor of Ministry  from Princeton Theological 
Seminary.  He served twice as a missionary to Iran, and was Pastor and Pastor 
Emeritus at The Presbyterian Church in Youngstown, NY.  

The Stem Cell Debate   
Jane Liesveld  
Sundays 9:30 -10:30 a.m.  
January 3, 10 
Location To Be Announced  

This two part class will represent an update on the current status of stem cell research.    

January 3: Definit ions and Applications of Stem Cells.  We will explore stem cell types, potential 
therapeutic uses of stem cells, and stem cell harvesting and culture.   

January 10: Ethical, Political, and Religious Considerations .  We will explore controversies regarding 
the use of embryonic stem cells with focus on religious and ethical concerns.  

Jane Liesveld , MD, is Hematologist and Clinical Director of the Blood and Marrow 
Transplant and Leukemia Program at the James P. Wilmot Cancer Center in the 
University of Rochester Medical Center.  Jane is an expert in  the care of patients with 
and research related to  leukemia and blood and marrow stem cell transplantation.    
Her research interests focus on improved therapies for acute myelogenous leukemia 
and on methods to improve the success of stem cell transplantation.  
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The Synoptic Gospels: Matthew, Mark & Luke   
Anne Merideth  
Sundays 9:30-10:30 a.m.  
February 7, 14, 21 and 28  
Location To Be Announced  

The first three gospels of the New Testament share common sources. Since they synthesize these 
sources they are called the òsynopticó gospels. The writers are best classified as òeditorsó or 
òcompilersó. This course will examine the sources and the early Christian traditions behind the 
sources in order to discover the specific life situation which led to each gospelõs composition. 

Anne Merideth  returns for her fourth  year teaching at Third Church.  Anne joined the 
University of Rochester faculty in 1995 and is Assistant Professor of religion, teaching 
Old and New Testament and Ancient Christianity.  Anne is a veteran of the Universityõs 
archaeological excavations in I srael, and has lectured about the digs and other topics.  
In 1997, Anne earned the Abraham Karp Teaching Award shared by the Department of 
Religion and Classics and the Department of History, as well as the Outstanding 
Faculty Award presented by the Univer sityõs Womenõs Caucus.   

 
  

Our Religious Legacy from the Victorian s  
Vincent Tollers  with Scott Stratton -Smith 
Sundays 9:30 -10:30 a.m.  
January 17, 2 4, 31 
Location To Be Announced  

The literature, visual arts, architecture, and music of the 19th Century  ñ of British  and American 
Victorians ñ remain a living part of our religious heritage.  Expect to sing familiar  hymns and to look 
within and outside of Third Church as we examine our blended secular and sacred traditions.  Scott 

Stratton -Smith, will accompany the class on the piano as the hymns are  presented and 
discussed. 

Vince Tollers  recently retired after 32 years as a Professor of English Literatu re at 
SUNY Brockport where he taught the Bible as literature and co -authored two books of 
criticism in this area.  He is a member of Third Presbyterian Church and is the chair of 
the Advocacy Committee. He is a popular teacher in our adult faith developmen t  
program.  
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Lenten Lunchtime Series: Lenten Voices   
Roderic Frohman  and Martha Langford  
Thursdays 12:00 noon  
February 18, 25; March 4, 11, 18, 25; April 1  
Location To Be Announced  

Each week during Lent in keeping with the theme of water , this class will read and review a 
significant  sermon that  focuses on water.  Attendees are invited to bring their own lunch.   Coffee 
will be provided.   Copies of sermons will be available in advance in the church office.  

 

 

Special Lenten  Music: The World Beloved: A Bluegrass Mass by Carol Barnett   
Sunday, March 7, 9:30 -10:30 a.m.  
Location To Be Announced  

Join us for an exploration of this new work that combines classical elements with bluegrass elements 
in a thoughtful and refreshing way! The Chancel Choir and a Bluegrass Band will present this 
remarkable piece as our Lenten musical offering. The text of t he Bluegrass Mass is based on that of a 
traditional mass, with some modern adaptation by librettist Marisha Chamberlain. Interspersed 
between movements of the traditional form are a number of ballads ð all reflecting on the creat ion 
story, and the story of  Godõs presence in the world throughout time. You wonõt want to miss this . 

 
  

Lenten Theme 2010: Water  

Lent 2010 will focus on the theme of water. If there is a common òsacramentó among all peoples of 
the world, it is water.  Without water there is no biological life, period!  Water is increasingly 
hoarded and privatized by the world economy , yet water is a basic biblical theme. The Israelites 
crossed through the Red Sea for their liberty, and then cross ed the river Jordan to establish their 
nation. Christian baptism focuses on water as an agent of cleansing and new life.  A variety of church 
programs will focus on water during this Lenten season.  

Lenten Soup Suppers: Come to the  Waters: A Lenten Faith Reflection   
John Wilkinson  
Wednesdays in Lent 6 :00 -7:15  p.m.  
February 24 ; March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 
Location To Be Announced  

From Genesis to Revelation and all points in between, water carries the biblical story. And whether 
itõs baptismal theology or environmental theology, water remains a powerful force and theme .  
During the Wednesdays in Lent we will explore this important theme through Bible study, theological 
reflection , and the arts (movies, music, and poetry ).  Join us for a time of reflection and renewal. 
Come for as many sessions as you can. Further details will be available in the February and March 
2010 Messenger and on the church website. A soup supper is available for $5 per person. Please RSVP 
by phone at 271-6513 to reserve a meal.  
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All -Church Read: A River Runs Through It  by Norman Maclean   
Rebecca DõAngelo Veitch 
March 9 through 14 
Discussion Sessions: Week of March 9 through 14, 2010. Watch the February and March 2010 
Messenger, as well as the website and Sunday bulletins, for a series of events culminating with 
worship on March 14. Details will also be available about book purchase.  

Following last yearõs successful all-church read of The Shawl, we will devote a week in Lent to A 
River Runs Through It. This novella concerns the MacLeans, a Presbyterian ministerõs family in early 
20th century Montana, whose views on faith and family (good themes for Lent) are fil tered through 
their passion for fly fishing .  The book was made into a popular movie.  The novella is presented 
from the point of view of Norman , who goes on one last fishing trip with his rowdy and troubled 
younger brother Paul in an attempt to help him get his life on track. After a brief introduction of his 
early life, most of the action takes places in the summer of 1937 when Norman and Paul were in 
their early 30s. Here is how Maclean concludes this semi -autobiographical work: òEventually, all 
things merge into one, and a river runs through it. The river was cut by the world's great flood and 
runs over rocks from the basement of time. On some o f the rocks are timeless raindrops. Under the 
rocks are the words, and some of the words are theirs. I am haunted by waters. ó 

Behind the Headlines: Searching for the Root Causes of Crime in Rochester  
Patrick Flanigan  
Sundays 9:30-10:30 a.m.  
March 14, 21  
Location To Be Announced  
In this two -part seminar, Patrick Flanigan will provide his unique perspective on crime and violence 
in Rochester and the larger story behind the headlines he helped produce while covering the crime 
beat for the Rochester Democrat and Chronicle.  Heõll describe the history behind such terms as 
òThe Crescent,ó òThe Murder Capital of New York,ó and òZero Tolerance.ó  Participants in this 
seminar will come away with a deeper understanding of the issues that drive those headlines.  

Patrick Flanigan  is a former  reporter for the Rochester Democrat and Chronicle, 
where he spent eight years as the police reporter covering the crime beat. A native of 
Rochester, he is a graduate of Bishop Kearney High School and holds a bachelorõs 
degree in journalism from the Univer sity of Georgia. He now works as the New Media 
Editor for the City of Rochester and lives in the cityõs Upper Monroe Neighborhood 
with his wife  Robin and daughter Annalie.  

The State of Public Education in the Rochester Public Schools   
Miriam Miranda -Jurado  
Sunday 9:30 -10:30 a.m.  
March 28 
Location To Be Announced  

Miriam Miranda-Jurado will present at overview of the current issues in Rochester  Public Schools.  

Miriam Miranda -Jurado is principal at School # 6 where Third Church has a tutoring program.  
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Filling in the Inner Loop ?  

John Thomas  
Sunday 9:30 -10:30 a.m.  
April 11  
Location To Be Announced  

The Cityõs Vision 2000 Plan for the Downtown, produced in the 1990s, proposed raising the Inner 
Loop between Clinton Avenue on the south  to Main Street. Every Comprehensive City Plan since has 
suggested this section of the Inner Loop be converte d to street level  in order to  reconnect downtown 
with its east -side neighborhoods, and as a way to bridge the òmoat.ó  Few people have questioned 
this recommendation, with most people asking what is taking so long. John will describe the Raised 
Inner Loop proposal, the planning status, the proposed concept design, the estimated acres of land 
òcreatedó, potential traffic impacts, and other costs and benefits. 

John Thomas  recently retired from the City of Rochester as a transportation planner 
after 30 years  of service.  His main jobs were : grant writer/lobbyist for federal/state 
transportation funds for City transportation projects ; dealing with parking regulations ; 
managing the Cityõs Traffic Calming Program; and special transportation projects for 
the City  Engineer.  One of his projects was chasing funds and working on the proposed 
Raised Inner Loop proposal. He has a masterõs degree in Planning from Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute.  John is a lifelong Presbyterian, member of New Life 

Presbyterian Church, and has participated in many community human rights activities.  

Reopening the Erie Canal Aqueduct in Downtown Rochester   
Thomas Hack  
Sunday 9:30 -10:30 a.m.  
April 18  
Location To Be Announced  

Join Tom Hack in a conversation as he elaborates on the City of Rochesterõs vision for the 
Revitalization of the 1842 Erie Canal Aqueduct under Broad Street. Hear how the next generation, 
similar to the abolitionist and reformation movements of years past, are helping to steer and guide 
their own future. Tom will present detailed plans laid forth by our youth, and how those plans for 
the Erie Canal Aqueduct are taking hold in a transformative manner, a manner that is combining 
heritage based initiatives with the one of the most importa nt resources in our community: water.   

Tom Hack is a registered Professional Engineer in the State of New York. He has 
extensive experience in the planning, design, and construction phases for various civil 
engineering projects. He graduated from Syracuse Uni versity in 1988 with a bachelorõs 
in Civil Engineering. Tom currently serves as the Chief Structural Engineer  for the City 
of Rochester. Throughout his career, Tom has passionately promoted and cultivated 
the Cityõs efforts in revitalizing its waterways. He also is the Assistant Scoutmaster in 
Troop 31 at Third Church. 
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An Introduction to Episcopal Bishop V. Gene Robinson  
More Light Committee  
Sunday 9:30 -10:30 a.m.  
April 25  
Location To Be Announced  

The Episcopal Bishop of New Hampshire will be speaking in Rochester on April 29, 2009.  In 
preparation for Bishop Robinsonõs talk, the More Light Committee will introduce him and his ministry 
through video clips from the documentary film entitled For the Bible Tells Me So.  

Shalom, Salaam, Peace: The  Abrahamic Religions   
Allison Stokes  
Sundays 9:30 -10:30 a.m.  
May 2, 9, 16  
Location To Be Announced  

This course focuses on peace in the three Abrahamic religions, obstacles to breaking cycles of 
violence, and keys to achieving a world culture of peace.   All par ticipants will receive a free copy of 
the book Shalom, Salaam, Peace, commissioned by the  Womenõs Division of the United Methodist 
Church as a spiritual growth study.  

Allison Stokes  is the Director of Religious and Spiritual Life at the chapel of the 
University of Rochester. She is founding director of the Womenõs Interfaith Institute 
and a pastor for 26 years in the United Church of Christ. Her work in the interfaith 
community led to her participati on in the Parliament of the World Religions in Cape 
Town, South Africa in December 1999. Alison served as Protestant Chaplain at Ithaca 
College, College Chaplain at Vassar College, Associate University Chaplain at Yale 
University, and as pastor at the Congregational Church U.C.C. in West Stockbridge, 
Mass. She has a masterõs in Divinity and a doctorate  in American Studies from Yale.  
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